
The Florida Department of Transportation , or the FDOT, District Seven, welcomes you to 

the public hearing for the Westshore Regional Multimodal Center Project Development and the public hearing for the Westshore Regional Multimodal Center Project Development and 

Environment or PD&E Study. 
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Locating a regional transportation hub that links as many of the current local and regional Locating a regional transportation hub that links as many of the current local and regional 

transportation projects is very important to the Tampa Bay region. Such projects would 

likely include the:

• Express Lanes Studies on I-275, I-4 and I-75 

• Express Bus in Express Lanes and other regional transit initiatives

• Howard Frankland Bridge replacement project 

• l-275 and SR 60 Interchange project, and

• Transit connection to the Tampa International Airport - to name a few. 
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The limits for this study are within the Westshore Business District of Tampa, Florida and 

are bounded by Spruce Street/Boy Scout Boulevard to the north; Lois Avenue to the east; are bounded by Spruce Street/Boy Scout Boulevard to the north; Lois Avenue to the east; 

SR 60/Kennedy Boulevard to the south; and SR 60 to the west. 
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The PD&E study process includes an evaluation of the proposed regional multimodal center 

shown on the displays presented tonight. The P D and E process includes a comprehensive shown on the displays presented tonight. The P D and E process includes a comprehensive 

evaluation of the effects the proposed improvements may have on the traffic and socio-

cultural, economic, natural and physical environments in the area. This includes 

consideration of possible effects on the community and the quality of life of its citizens.
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The FDOT completed a feasibility study to identify locations of an intermodal or multimodal 

center in the Tampa Bay region in December 2004. A study to locate a regional multimodal center in the Tampa Bay region in December 2004. A study to locate a regional multimodal 

center in the Westshore Business District was completed in February 2012. 

The FDOT started this PD&E study in February 2014. The purpose of tonight’s hearing is to 

present the recommended site for the multimodal center and to provide interested 

persons the opportunity to review and comment on the proposed improvement and 

associated effects. 
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All draft reports regarding this PD&E study, as well as copies of the feasibility and 

multimodal study reports, are available for review at this hearing and have been on public multimodal study reports, are available for review at this hearing and have been on public 

display at the West Tampa Branch Library, and the FDOT District Seven Headquarters. The 

display period began on Thursday, June 26, 2014 and will continue through Monday, July 

28, 2014. Please refer to the hearing handout for information regarding the location and 

hours of operation to view these documents.  
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This hearing is conducted in accordance with all federal, state, and local requirements. 

These regulations are listed on a Citations board near the Sign-In table. These regulations are listed on a Citations board near the Sign-In table. 
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The need for the Westshore Regional Multimodal Center is based on: 

• Future connectivity in the Tampa Bay region in general and within the Westshore Business • Future connectivity in the Tampa Bay region in general and within the Westshore Business 

District project area specifically

• Premium transit options

• Future population and employment growth

• Projected travel demands within the region, and

• Consistency with local and regional transportation plans.
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The goals of the Westshore Regional Multimodal Center include:

• Enhancing connections between local and regional transportation systems including • Enhancing connections between local and regional transportation systems including 

airports, seaports, highways, and transit services, such as premium and intercity bus 

service and future fixed guideway systems

• Expanding the effectiveness of transit services within the region

• Providing a cost-effective and financially feasible way of connecting the system between 

Hillsborough,   Pinellas and surrounding counties  

• Encouraging land uses to support transit

• Economic development, and 

• Encouraging the preservation of our established communities.
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In our studies, we have used the terms “intermodal” and “multimodal” interchangeably. 

Typically, an “intermodal” center is a facility where people enter by one mode of access (on Typically, an “intermodal” center is a facility where people enter by one mode of access (on 

foot, bicycle, car, bus or fixed guideway) and leave by another.

A “multimodal” center serves multiple modes of transportation like bus and fixed premium 

transit stations. For purposes of this study, the term “multimodal” means not only multiple 

modes, but a high degree of connectivity among the modes.
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The effort to identify locations of an intermodal or multimodal center in the Tampa Bay 

region began in 2004. The Tampa Bay Intermodal Center(s) Feasibility Report, completed in region began in 2004. The Tampa Bay Intermodal Center(s) Feasibility Report, completed in 

December 2004, first identified the need for a regional multimodal center in the Westshore

Business District. The study revealed the “need for connectivity of the FDOT-District Seven 

region’s transportation system and Strategic Intermodal System components.” 

The study noted a regional multimodal center “will provide the opportunity for connections 

between local and regional transportation systems including airports, seaports, highways, 

and transit services.” As a result, the center will enhance existing and planned 

transportation systems including transit linkages between Hillsborough, Pinellas  and 

surrounding counties.
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The task of locating a regional multimodal center in the Westshore Business District was 

completed in February 2012, with publication of the “Westshore Multimodal Study and completed in February 2012, with publication of the “Westshore Multimodal Study and 

Strategic Transportation Plan.”  The project was sponsored by FDOT District Seven, 

Hillsborough County Metropolitan Planning Organization and Tampa Bay Area Regional 

Transportation Authority, or (TBARTA). 

The initial purpose of the study was to locate a multimodal site(s) within the core 

Westshore Business District area that would provide connectivity for all existing and future 

modes of transportation in the Tampa Bay region and to improve the quality of the 

intermodal passenger connection in Tampa Bay so that regional mobility and accessibility 

by means other than personal motor vehicles are significantly increased. 

The site evaluation and screening process involved a quantitative analysis, as well as a 

qualitative assessment of each of ten candidate sites. Based on the study evaluation 

process and community coordination, four sites (A, C, D and S) were identified as viable 

locations for the future WRMC.
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Site A: The proposed WRMC would be located in the northeast corner of the WestShore

Plaza shopping mall, which is located south of I-275 and west of Westshore Boulevard. The Plaza shopping mall, which is located south of I-275 and west of Westshore Boulevard. The 

area is predominantly commercial with numerous office spaces and restaurants. The mall 

also abuts the Westshore Palms, North Bon Air, and Beach Park neighborhoods.
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Site C: This site would be part of a redevelopment of the strip of parcels north of I-275 

between Trask Street and Manhattan Avenue. Site C would utilize the parcel where the between Trask Street and Manhattan Avenue. Site C would utilize the parcel where the 

DoubleTree Hotel and Charley’s restaurant are currently located. The WRMC and a future I-

275 transit platform would be connected by an elevated pedestrian walkway.
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Site D: The site is located between Trask Street and Manhattan Avenue along Cypress 

Street. It uses the Jefferson High School front parking area for the placement of the WRMC. Street. It uses the Jefferson High School front parking area for the placement of the WRMC. 

To replace parking being taken from the school, a parking garage would be built on the east 

side of the school (Manhattan Avenue and Cypress Street) where currently a surface 

parking lot exists. The front of the school would be relocated to the east side of the 

building facing the adjoining neighborhood. 
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Site S: This site would utilize the parking garages on the west side of Trask Street behind 

the Austin Property buildings. The WRMC would be located at the corner of Trask Street the Austin Property buildings. The WRMC would be located at the corner of Trask Street 

and Cypress Street. The WRMC and a future l-275 transit platform would be connected by 

an elevated pedestrian walkway located on the west side of Trask Street.

16



The evaluation, or comparison, matrix shown is also included in your handout. It provides a 

detailed comparison of the four viable multimodal sites and the no-build alternative. The detailed comparison of the four viable multimodal sites and the no-build alternative. The 

no-build alternative, or do-nothing alternative, does not provide for any improvements. 

Although this is not consistent with local transportation plans, the no-build alternative is 

considered a viable alternative and will remain so for the duration of this study. 

In addition to identifying preliminary cost estimates, the matrix shows the comparison 

between each alternative’s potential effects to the social and natural environments and 

cultural resources. Based on the results of the evaluation, Site C is the recommended site 

for the Westshore Regional Multimodal Center and is highlighted in yellow.
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This is an artist rendering of the Westshore Regional Multimodal Center at Site “C” and is 

subject to change.subject to change.
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The WRMC will be a central hub for public and private local and regional transportation 

services, including: local fixed premium transit, buses, taxis, hotel shuttles, bicyclists and services, including: local fixed premium transit, buses, taxis, hotel shuttles, bicyclists and 

pedestrians. Plans for the multimodal center may include a park-and-ride facility, bus 

layover zone, auto drop-off and pick-up facilities, operations control center, operator 

lounges, police substation, and public restrooms. 

A customer service center could provide information about local and regional public and 

private transportation services, as well as sell transit passes. Plans also include 

opportunities for private development as part of the WRMC joint development effort.
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Tonight’s hearing is an opportunity for you to ask questions and offer comments on this 

project. FDOT representatives are available to address questions concerning the project. FDOT representatives are available to address questions concerning the 

recommended site and its potential effects. In addition, staff are here to address questions 

related to traffic, access management, right-of-way  acquisition, and environmental effects.
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There are several ways to make a comment as part of the public hearing record. During the 

informal portion of the hearing, you can speak directly to the court reporter who is present informal portion of the hearing, you can speak directly to the court reporter who is present 

this evening. 
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The court reporter will also record comments stated during the formal portion of the 

hearing that begins at 6:00 pm. The FDOT will moderate this formal public comment hearing that begins at 6:00 pm. The FDOT will moderate this formal public comment 

session. If you wish to speak publicly, please complete a speaker’s card and hand it to an 

FDOT representative at the sign-in table.
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You can complete the Comment Form provided in the brochure and drop it in one of the 

“Comment” boxes today; or“Comment” boxes today; or
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You can mail written comments to the address listed on the back of the form. All comments 

received, regardless of how they are submitted, will be reviewed and considered in the received, regardless of how they are submitted, will be reviewed and considered in the 

study analysis. We ask that you return this form postmarked by Monday, July 28, 2014 so 

your comments can become part of the official public hearing record.  
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Following the hearing, the project team will review all public input. The recommended 

multimodal center site will then be documented, the study documents finalized and the multimodal center site will then be documented, the study documents finalized and the 

PD&E study completed. The project can then move forward into the design phase when it 

becomes funded.
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This concludes our presentation. We, at the Florida Department of Transportation, thank 

you for participating in tonight’s public hearing and for your interest in this project. Please you for participating in tonight’s public hearing and for your interest in this project. Please 

continue to view the displays and talk with our staff. 

Be Alert Today Alive Tomorrow – Safety doesn’t happen by accident. 
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