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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

A Level I contamination analysis has been performed and a Contamination Screening Evaluation 

Report has been prepared in accordance with the Florida Department of Transportation’s (FDOT) 

Project Development and Environment (PD&E) Manual, Part 2, Chapter 22, dated February 8, 1994. 

 

Roadway improvements are proposed for the project corridor, a distance of approximately 11.5 

miles.  Nineteen (19) sites within the project corridor were identified as having the potential for 

contamination impacts to the planned project.  These sites were evaluated and rated either No, Low, 

Medium or High for having potential petroleum or hazardous materials contamination.  Ten (10) 

sites were rated No, five (5) sites were rated Low, and four (4) sites were rated Medium. 

 

A total of 19 facilities have been identified as potential pollution sources within the limits of the 

project corridor.  Of these 19 facilities, only 9 facilities were determined to have potential or 

documented discharges, and/or received violations by a regulatory agency.  The remaining 10 

facilities were determined to pose no threat of environmental impacts to the project corridor based 

on the absence of documented discharges, no violations reported, the documented discharge has 

been cleaned up and/or are located >500 feet from the project corridor.  These 10 facilities have been 

assigned a rating of No, in accordance with the rating definitions.   Five of the sites rated Low, four 

of the sites rated Medium, and no sites rated High, based on the information reviewed.  The 9 sites 

that had documented discharges and/or violations were assigned a Low or Medium rating and are 

not likely to cause any contamination impacts to the project corridor.  Based on the information 

identified and discussed in this report, no additional assessments or recommendations are warranted 

at this time. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

 

The objective of this report is to present information collected during file, literature and aerial 

photography reviews, regulatory database reviews and site investigations to determine the potential 

for encountering contamination within the proposed right-of-way (ROW) of Cobb Road from SR 50 

north to US 98, then west on US 98 to the Suncoast Parkway.  This report consists of detailed site 

data for known and potential hazardous/petroleum contamination sites along the roadway, presents 

recommendations regarding these sites, and discusses the potential impact of these sites on the 

selection of a recommended alternative for the project. 

 

Roadway improvements are proposed for the project corridor, a distance of approximately 11.5 

miles.  Nineteen (19) sites within the project corridor were identified as having the potential for 

contamination impacts to the planned project.  These sites were evaluated and rated either No, Low, 

Medium or High for having potential petroleum or hazardous materials contamination.  Ten (10) 

sites were rated No, five (5) sites were rated Low, and four (4) sites were rated Medium.  
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2.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

 

The planned project will improve the capacity and safety of the existing two-lane Cobb Road (CR 

485) and a portion of US 98 in Hernando County, Florida.  The project study area begins on Cobb 

Road at SR 50 in the city of Brooksville and extends northward 4.5 miles to US 98.  The study area 

then proceeds 7 miles westward along US 98 to the Suncoast Parkway.  These segments of Cobb 

Road and US 98 are currently two-lane undivided rural arterials.  The total length of the planned 

project is approximately 11.5 miles.  Exhibit 2.1 presents the location and segmentation of the 

project. 

 

The existing Cobb Road / US 98 corridor provides traffic flow around the west side of the city of 

Brooksville, ultimately connecting SR 50 with the Suncoast Parkway (SR 589).  Traffic growth in 

Hernando County and in the vicinity of the city of Brooksville will cause Cobb Road and US 98 to 

become congested if traffic capacity is not added to the system.  The need to provide a safer 

designated bypass route around the city of Brooksville is vital, particularly for the large volume of 

truck traffic associated with three major rock mines and other industrial facilities situated along the 

project corridor. 

 

Capacity and safety improvements to Cobb Road and US 98, along with the designation of Cobb 

Road as US 98, represents a long-standing goal of the City of Brooksville and Hernando County.  

This goal has been incorporated into the Hernando County Metropolitan Planning Organization’s 

(MPO) 2025 Long Range Transportation Plan, which calls for widening the existing roadways to a 

continuous four-lane divided, controlled access facility. 
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3.0 STUDY ALTERNATIVES  

 

3.1 Project Segmentation 

 

For this PD&E Study, the project was divided into segments for analysis.  The segments of Cobb 

Road were chosen based on surrounding characteristics such as land use and environmental 

constraints, as well as the potential need for realignments.  The segments of US 98 were chosen to 

match FDOT resurfacing project limits for consistency.  The project segmentation is shown on the 

Project Location Map presented previously in Exhibit 2.1.  The segments of the project are 

identified as follows: 

 

• Segment 1a: Cobb Road from north of SR 50 to north of the Brooksville Water   

Reclamation Facility (WRF) driveway 

• Segment 1b: Cobb Road from north of the Brooksville WRF driveway to north of Yontz 

Road 

• Segment 2a: Cobb Road from north of Yontz Road to south of US 98 

• Segment 2b: Cobb Road/US 98 Intersection 

• Segment 3: US 98 from north of Cobb Road to CR 491 

• Segment 4: US 98 from CR 491 to Suncoast Parkway 

 

3.2 Recommended Build Alternative 

 

3.2.1 Segment 1a – Urban, Fit within Existing Right-of-Way 

 

The proposed typical section for Segment 1a is an urban typical section consisting of two 12-ft. 

travel lanes in each direction, a 6-ft. sidewalk on the left (west) side and a 12-ft. shared use path on 

the right (east) side.  This typical section utilizes a 17.5-ft. median and fits within the existing right-

of-way width (minimum 100 ft.).  The proposed design speed is 45 mph. 
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3.2.2 Segment 1b – Suburban Left 

 

The proposed typical section for Segment 1b is a suburban typical section consisting of two 12-ft. 

travel lanes in each direction with 8-ft. outside shoulders (5 ft. paved) and a 12-ft. shared use path on 

the right (east) side.  This typical section utilizes a 30-ft. median (22-ft. curb to curb and 4-ft. offsets 

to edge of inside travel lanes).  The proposed minimum right-of-way width required is 158 ft.  The 

proposed design speed is 55 mph.  A left alignment is proposed for this segment.   

 

3.2.3 Segment 2a – Suburban Left Transitioning to Rural Left  

 

Two typical sections are proposed for Segment 2a.  The proposed typical section for the portion of 

Segment 2a south of Youth Drive is a suburban typical section as described above in Section 3.2.2.  

North of Youth Drive, a transition would take place to a rural typical section consisting of two 12-ft. 

travel lanes, 8-ft. outside shoulders (5-ft. paved) and 6-ft. inside shoulders (4-ft. paved) in each 

direction and a 12-ft. shared use path on the right (east) side.  The proposed minimum right-of-way 

width required is 240 ft. The proposed design speed is 70 mph.  A left alignment is proposed for this 

segment. 

 

3.2.4 Segment 2b – Rural Realign 

 

The proposed typical section for Segment 2b is a rural typical section as described above in Section 

3.2.3.  This proposed rural typical section would be utilized on a new alignment to create a through 

movement between Cobb Road and US 98 to the north.  The existing US 98 to the south would be 

realigned to a “T” intersection with the new alignment.  

 

3.2.5 Segment 3 – Rural Left 

 

The proposed typical section for Segment 3 is a rural typical section as described above in Section 

3.2.3.  A left alignment is proposed for this segment. 
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3.2.6 Segment 4 – Rural Left 

 

The proposed typical section for Segment 4 is a rural typical section as described above in Section 

3.2.3.  A left alignment is proposed for this segment.  

 

3.3 No Build Alternative 

 

Under the No Build Alternative, no action would be taken with respect to improving Cobb Road and 

US 98 within the limits of the project study area.  Based on the No Build Alternative having major 

deficiencies, it is not recommended. 
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4.0 LAND USE 

 

4.1  EXISTING LAND USE 

 

The Hernando County Planning Department’s existing land use map is presented in Exhibit 4.1.  

The predominant existing land uses in the study area are agricultural and mining.  Agricultural 

designations are representative of large hay fields and active cattle pastures.  Mining designations 

are representative of three major mining facilities located along the project corridor, including 

Florida Mining & Materials Corporation, Florida Crushed Stone Company and Florida Rock 

Industries, Inc.  Industrial land uses also exist along the project corridor, representing several notable 

facilities, including Flagstone Pavers, Ewell Industries, Grubbs Construction, and Florida Concrete 

and Stone.  Some scattered single-family residential and commercial uses are situated along the 

corridor, particularly in the southern portion.  Vacant lands are also found along the project corridor.  

Recreational land uses include the Ernie Wever Youth Park adjacent to the D.S. Parrot Middle 

School and the private World Woods Golf course at the northern end of the project.  Lands 

associated with the Annutteliga Hammock Conservation and Recreation Lands (CARL) on the north 

side of US 98 are designated as conservation lands in the County’s land use mapping. 

 

4.2  FUTURE LAND USE 

 

The Hernando County Comprehensive Plan’s future land use map is presented in Exhibit 4.2.  The 

study area immediately adjacent to the Cobb Road segment of the project corridor is anticipated to 

undergo a developing transition towards industrial and residential land uses.  This transition is 

underway with the plot approvals of a proposed industrial park just south of the D.S. Parrot Middle 

School.  The majority of the study area along US 98 will remain as mining and rural land uses in the 

future, with commercial nodes at Lake Lindsay Road (CR 476), Citrus Way (CR 491), and the 

Suncoast Parkway.  Residential land use is also anticipated near the Suncoast Parkway. 
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Exhibit 4.1

Existing Land Use
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Exhibit 4.2

Future Land Use
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5.0 HYDROGEOLOGIC FEATURES 

 

Hernando County is divided into four major physiographic regions.  These regions include the 

Coastal Swamps, the Gulf Coastal Lowlands, the Brooksville Ridge and the Tsala-Apopka Plain.  

These physiographic areas are mainly a reflection of topographic relief and underlying sediments.  

The project corridor lies entirely within the Brooksville Ridge.  The ridge area soils are a mixture of 

poorly drained to well drained, sandy to clayey soils.  The Brooksville Ridge area overlies a clayey 

unit that varies between 10 and 30 feet in thickness, but allows good hydraulic connection to the 

underlying Floridan aquifer system by means of solution features and fractures.  The depth to the 

water table varies throughout the Brooksville Ridge area, however, along the project corridor the 

depth to the water table likely ranges from approximately 20 feet to greater than 70 feet.  Upon 

review of the topographic maps for the project corridor (“Brooksville, Fla.” and “Brooksville NW, 

Fla.”), the depth to the water table is likely to be the greatest near the intersection of Cobb Road and 

Yontz Road, where the topographic relief is highest (195 ft.).  The topography of the project corridor 

can be seen in the EDR Report Site Map, Appendix A.  The surface topography slopes downhill 

from Yontz Road south along Cobb Road to Fort Dade Avenue and gradually slopes down north 

from Yontz Road to Ponce De Leon Boulevard.  The topography gently undulates west along Ponce 

De Leon Boulevard to the project end.   The groundwater flow direction within the Upper Floridan 

Aquifer across the project corridor is to the northwest.   

 

The existing drainage features for the project corridor include roadside swales.  No stormwater or 

retention facilities were observed along the corridor.  Surface water bodies observed along the 

corridor include a small shallow ponded area located on the west side of Cobb Road approximately 

¼ to ½ mile north of Fort Dade Avenue; two small lakes (Tank Lake, Willow Prairie Lake) located 

on the north side of Ponce De Leon Boulevard halfway between the intersections with Lake Lindsey 

Road (C.R. 476) and Cobb Road; one large lake (Stafford Lake) located on the south side of Ponce 

De Leon Boulevard approximately ¾ mile west of Brittle Road; and one small, unnamed pond/lake 

located on the north side of Ponce De Leon Boulevard approximately 2 1/2 miles east of the project 

end. 
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It appears that most, if not all, of the structures (residences, commercial and industrial businesses, 

etc.) along the project corridor are serviced by private wells and septic systems.  Buried phone utility 

markers were observed along the corridor while power utilities appeared to be overhead.  A few 

stormwater culverts were observed in the roadside swales. 

 

5.1  SOILS 

 

According to the United States Department of Agriculture, Soil Conservation Service Soil Survey of 

Hernando County, Florida, two general soil types are located along the project corridor.  General soil 

types found in the project corridor are presented in Exhibit 5.1.   

 

The Nobleton-Blichton-Flemington soil association almost entirely covers the length of the corridor 

from the project beginning to approximately 3 miles east of the project end.  This soil association 

consists of nearly level to strongly sloping, somewhat poorly drained and poorly drained soils of the 

uplands and flatwoods.  The Arredondo-Sparr-Kendrick soil association encompasses approximately 

the last 3 miles of the project corridor.  This soil association consists of nearly level to sloping, well 

drained and somewhat poorly drained soils of the upland ridge. 
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Exhibit 5.1

General Soils Map
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6.0 METHODOLOGY 

 

A Level I contamination analysis has been performed and a Contamination Screening Evaluation 

Report has been prepared in accordance with the Florida Department of Transportation’s (FDOT) 

Project Development and Environment (PD&E) Manual, Part 2, Chapter 22, dated February 8, 1994. 

 

A physical reconnaissance was conducted of the project corridor and adjacent properties to 

determine potential contamination problems within the corridor from properties or operations 

located within the vicinity of the corridor.  This reconnaissance included a systematic inspection by 

looking for signs of possible soil contamination, stressed or dead vegetation, refuse that may indicate 

the presence of pollutants and/or toxic or hazardous materials, and the presence of 

underground/aboveground pollutant storage tanks.      

 

A regulatory review (records search) of reasonably available federal and state environmental records 

was conducted on August 27, 2001.  The reviewed records include information compiled by the 

United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Florida Department of 

Environmental Protection (FDEP).  EDR-Radius Data Corporation, Inc. (EDR), was subcontracted 

to conduct a database search of potential hazardous and petroleum sites within the study area. This 

search was conducted as a preliminary screening tool to identify facilities that are registered with the 

various agencies and, along with the site reconnaissance, formed the basis for selecting the agency 

records for review.  A copy of the database report is included in Appendix A.  The following EPA 

and FDEP database listings were reviewed (but not limited to): 

 

EPA Information 

 National Priorities List (NPL) 

 Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and 

 Liability Information System List (CERCLIS) 

 Emergency Response Notification System List (ERNS) 

 RCRA Administrative Action Tracking System List (RAATS) 
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 Resource Conservation and Recovery Information System (RCRIS) 

 Corrective Action Report (CORRACTS) 

 Toxic Release Inventory System List (TRIS) 

 Facility Index System List (FINDS) 

 Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) 

 Hazardous Materials Information Reporting System (HMIRS) 

 

FDEP Information 

 Sites List (SITES) 

 Solid Waste Facilities List (SWF) 

 Leaking Underground Storage Tanks (LUST) 

 Stationary Tank Inventory (STI) 

 Drycleaner Solvent Cleanup Program (DSCP) 

 Cattle Dipping Vats 

 

A site-specific summary of the regulatory review is provided in Section 7. 

 

Available historical aerial photographs from 1965, 1979 and 1984 were reviewed at the Hernando 

County Planning Department Office, 20 N. Main Street, Rm. 262 in Brooksville, Florida.  Current 

aerial photographs from 1988, 1995 and 2001 were reviewed at the Hernando County Property 

Appraisers Office, 201 Howell Avenue, Suite 300, Brooksville, Florida.  

 

Review of the aerial photographs included searching for visual evidence of unusual land use that 

may indicate a potential adverse environmental impact in the project area.  The offsite properties 

immediately adjacent to the subject corridor were also reviewed.  A summary of the pertinent 
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information obtained during this review of the aerial photographs for each site is included in Section 

7. 

 

No Sanborn fire insurance maps were available for the study area and immediate vicinity at the 

University of South Florida Library.  Local officials interviewed include the Hernando County 

Property Appraisers Office, Planning Department and Building Department personnel.  These 

interviews did not indicate any current building permits issued recently for retail petroleum stations 

along the project corridor.  

 

Each identified potential contamination site has been classified with a rating of either No, Low, 

Medium or High for its potential to impact the project corridor.  These ratings are described as 

follows: 

 

No: After a review of all available information, there is nothing to indicate contamination 

would impact the project corridor.  It is possible that contamination could have been 

handled on the property; however, all information indicates impacts should not be 

expected. 

 

Low: The former or current operation has a hazardous waste generator identification 

number, or deals with hazardous materials (or petroleum products); however, based 

on all available information, there is no reason to believe there would be any 

involvement with contamination. 

 

Medium: After a review of all available information, indications are found that identify known 

soil and/or water contamination and that the problem does not need remediation, is 

being remediated (i.e., groundwater treatment, etc.), or that continued monitoring is 

required. 

 

High: After a review of all available information, there is a potential for contamination 

impacts.  Further assessment will be required to determine the actual presence and/or 

levels of contamination and the need for remedial action.  
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7.0 PROJECT IMPACTS 

 

Future construction activities within the existing right-of-way create the potential for contamination 

impacts to the project corridor.  Therefore, a contamination survey of the corridor was conducted 

using the methodology described in the previous section.  The survey revealed a total of 19 facilities 

that have been identified as potential pollution sources within the limits of the project corridor.  

These sites have a history of, or currently, store, use or sell petroleum products or hazardous 

materials and are represented by a site number on Exhibits 7.1 and 7.2.  Of these 19 facilities, only 

9 facilities were determined to have potential or documented discharges, and/or received violations 

by a regulatory agency.  Of the 9 facilities, 5 were rated Low and 4 were rated Medium, and are 

identified on Table 7.1 and described below.  The remaining ten facilities were determined to pose 

no threat of environmental impacts to the project corridor based on the absence of documented 

discharges, no violations reported, the documented discharge has been cleaned up and/or are located 

>500 feet from the project corridor.  These facilities have been assigned a rating of No in accordance 

with the rating definitions.  A description of each site is provided below. 

 

Photographs of suspect sites are presented in Appendix B. 

 

Site No. 3 - Florida Mining & Materials  This facility is now called CEMEX and is located at 

16301 Ponce De Leon Boulevard.  The actual facility (plant) is located approximately 1 mile west of 

Ponce De Leon Boulevard and is visible from the project corridor.  There are two violation records 

reported at this site dating from 1992 that appear to be related to Compliance Evaluation Inspections.  

The specific violations that have been cited were not listed or detailed as to their nature.  Excavation 

activity was observed in each of the aerial photographs reviewed.  Based on the age of these 

violations and the distance of this facility from the project corridor, it is likely that no impacts from 

this facility will affect the project corridor.  Based on this information, the site was assigned a Low 

rating. 
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Site No. 13 - Florida Crushed Stone-CPL Plant  This facility is located over 1/3 mile west of 

Cobb Road.  This facility has a documented petroleum discharge and is in a state funded petroleum 

cleanup program.  According to the EDR database, the facility is in the assessment phase.  

Excavation activity was observed in each of the aerial photographs, although the UST area could not 

be seen on the recent aerials.  Due to the distance of the plant location from the project corridor, and 

the regional direction of groundwater flow to the northwest, it is not likely that any petroleum 

contaminants will impact the corridor, therefore, the site has been given a Low rating. 

 

Site No. 16 - Hess #09405  This facility is located at the northwest corner of Cortez Boulevard and 

Cobb Road.  At least 5 monitoring wells were identified on-site in the vicinity of the UST area.  No 

remedial cleanup system was identified on-site.  The facility is in a state funded petroleum cleanup 

program.  The facility has been assigned a priority score of 40 and is currently eligible for 

continuing assessment/cleanup activities.  Based on a regulatory file review conducted at the FDEP-

Tallahassee office, minimal petroleum impacts are present on-site.  Groundwater analytical results 

reviewed for the latest sampling event in May, 2001 indicated the presence of benzene at a 

maximum concentration of 1.7 parts per billion (ppb) in a monitor well located on the east side of 

the existing UST area.  The state regulatory standard for benzene is 1.0 ppb.  The maximum total 

BTEX concentration (from the same well location) was 7.9 ppb.  The state standard for BTEX is 

50.0 ppb.  Copies of the file information inclusive of the latest water table contour maps and 

groundwater analytical results are included in Appendix C.  The UST area is located on the western 

boundary of the property and the fuel dispensers are located in the center of the property, the closest 

of which is approximately 80 feet from the western ROW of Cobb Road, south of the project limits.  

The facility is presently in the remedial phase (monitoring only).  The groundwater flow direction 

was determined to be to the west-southwest away from the project corridor.  According to the aerials 

reviewed, the site was vacant until sometime between the 1988 and 1995 photographs, when the 

facility structure was observed.  Although this site has documented groundwater impacts, based on 

the distance of this facility from the project beginning, the low petroleum concentrations detected 

on-site, and the groundwater flow direction away from the project corridor, this facility has been 

assigned a Medium rating. 
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Site No. 15 - Shop & Save  This facility is located at the northeast corner of Cobb Road and Ft. 

Dade Avenue.  No monitoring wells were identified on-site in the vicinity of the UST area.  The 

facility is in a state funded petroleum cleanup program, however, according to the EDR database 

report, no contamination was detected and no cleanup is required.  The site currently has three 

UST’s that are located approximately 50 feet from the eastern ROW of Cobb Road.  Based on the 

presence of the UST’s and no contamination, this facility has been assigned a Medium rating.  

 

Site No. K - Flagstone Pavers  This facility is located at 9070 Old Cobb Road, approximately 250 

feet north of the intersection of Ft. Dade Avenue and Cobb Road.  This facility manufactures and 

distributes concrete pavers for driveways, patios, etc.  Several pallets of stacked pavers are present 

throughout the majority of the site.  No UST’s are listed for this facility nor were any identified 

during a site visit.  This facility has been assigned a rating of No.  

 

Site No. J - Frank’s Well Drilling  This is a water well contractor business that operates from a 

residence and is located 220 feet south of the intersection of Cobb Road and the Brooksville WRF 

driveway.  One small drilling rig was observed on-site along with water holding tanks and pumps 

used for water well installations.  Based on the absence of any environmental concerns, this facility 

has been assigned a No rating.  

 

Site No. I - Industrial Welding & Maintenance  This facility is located approximately 2000 feet 

south of the intersection of Cobb Road and Yontz Road.  This facility appears to have good 

housekeeping practices and is well kept.  No scrap metal debris or other potential environmental 

concerns were observed on-site.  Based on the absence of environmental concerns, this facility has 

been assigned a No rating. 

 

Site No. H - Ewell Industries  This concrete facility is located approximately 600 feet south of the 

intersection of Cobb Road and Yontz Road.  This facility manufactures concrete for the construction 

industry.  Several cement trucks were parked on-site, and several stacks of concrete blocks and piles 

of sand aggregates were identified on-site.  No environmental concerns were observed.  This facility 

has been assigned a No rating. 
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Site No. G - Florida Crushed Stone Mobile Maintenance  This facility is located at the southeast 

corner of Cobb Road and Yontz Road.  No UST’s or AST’s were observed on-site nor have any 

been documented with the regulatory agencies.  Several rock haulers and dump trucks were 

observed parked on-site.  No environmental concerns were observed.  This facility has been assigned 

a rating of No. 

 

Site No. F - A potential fill dirt facility  This is located approximately 800 feet east of the 

intersection of Cobb Road on Yontz Road.  The facility appears to be a single family residence with 

a semi-circular drive that accesses Yontz Road.  Behind the residence is a large open shelter building 

that is accessed by a gated driveway on the west side of the residence.  Several small piles of fill dirt 

were observed in the backyard on the west side of the property.  There was no answer at the 

residence and no one in the yard at the time of the site visit.  No business name was visible in either 

the yard or on the residence.  No environmental concerns were observed to be associated with the 

facility, which has been assigned a rating of No. 

 

Site No. E - State Wide Trucks and Equipment  This facility is located on the west side of U.S. 98 

opposite Tank Lake.  The yard is currently vacant except for a trailer office.  The owner of the 

facility (Al Hutcher) was present and stated that the business was called State Wide Trucks & 

Equipment, Inc.  Mr. Hutcher stated that they do semi-truck sales and repair.  There are no tanks on 

the facility and they have owned it for 3 years.  Prior to their ownership the property was vacant.  

Based on the absence of any observed environmental concerns, this facility was assigned a rating of 

No. 

 

Site No. 5 - Ringhaver  This facility is located on the east side of U.S. 98 approximately 400 feet 

north of the intersection with C.R. 476.  This facility provides both service and rental of heavy 

equipment (excavators, loaders, etc.).  According to the EDR database report, a total of two tanks 

(AST’s) are documented for this facility as being in-service.  One 10,000 gallon diesel AST is 

located at the rear of the facility in a concrete containment area adjacent to a dispenser at one end 

and a fire extinguisher at the other.  The second AST is a 10,000 gallon new/lube oil tank located in 

a concrete containment area on the north side of the facility adjacent to the building.  Both the 

AST’s and the concrete containment areas look new and are in perfect condition.  One apparently 
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unregistered 550-gallon waste oil AST is located inside the service building on a skid mount 

adjacent to a smaller unregulated AST containing antifreeze.  The waste oil and antifreeze AST’s are 

approximately one year old, when the service building was constructed.  No spills or obvious 

staining was observed.  The facility appears to have good housekeeping practices and well 

maintained shop areas.  Based on the presence of the AST’s, this facility has been assigned a rating 

of Medium. 

 

Site No. D - Goodwin Brothers  This construction yard is located on the west side of U.S. 98 

approximately 1000 feet north of the intersection with C.R. 476.  A few pieces of heavy equipment 

were located in the yard (excavator, front end loader), along with a few small piles of fill dirt and 

mulch.  One building is located on-site that is utilized as an office.  No environmental concerns were 

observed.  This facility has been assigned a rating of No. 

 

Site No. C - BT Transport  This construction yard is located on the west side of U.S. 98 at the 

intersection with Brooksville Quarry road and C.R. 491A.  One small excavator was located on-site. 

One building is located on-site that is utilized as an office.  No environmental concerns were 

observed.  This facility has been assigned a rating of No. 

 

Site No. 4 - Deschamps Grocery & Gas Station is located at 15738 Ponce De Leon at the northeast 

corner of U.S. 98 and Citrus Way.  This facility has registered UST’s and AST’s and has no 

documented petroleum contamination.  The facility sells gasoline, diesel and kerosene fuel products 

as well as propane gas.  The facility operates as a grocery/general store and also sells feed supplies.  

The UST’s are located within 30 feet of the existing ROW of U.S. 98.  Based on the presence of the 

UST’s, this facility has been assigned a rating of Medium. 

 

Site No. B - Master Blaster sandblasting facility is located on the west side of U.S. 98 

approximately 400 feet north of the intersection with Hebron Church Road.  This is a residence that 

appears to manufacture and sell mainly wood carvings, but also does sandblasting by appointment.  

Several saws and wood cutting tools were observed, as well as wood carving displays.  No 

environmental concerns were observed, therefore, this facility was assigned a rating of No. 
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Site No. A - Florida Industrial Electric  This facility is located on the west side of U.S. 98 

approximately 600 feet north of the entrance to World Woods Country Club.  The facility appears to 

have been abandoned for several years and has no name posted to identify it.  There is one roll-off 

dumpster located in front of the building that was filled with debris and household trash (pvc pipe, 

wires, empty pails, paper and plastic debris).  The building is rectangular with a woodframe open 

shelter on one end and an enclosed room on the north end with a metal roof.  The building has a 

concrete slab.  Approximately five to six 5 gallon buckets of lubricants and possible waste oil were 

observed on the concrete slab in the northwest corner of the building.  Some of the buckets appeared 

only half full and did not have lids.  One rusted metal water tank is located north of the building, 

which is elevated to facilitate gravity feed.  No other environmental concerns were observed.  Based 

on the distance of this site from the existing ROW of U.S. 98 (approximately 500 feet), and the 

presence of the lubricants and waste oil materials, this facility has been assigned a rating of Low. 

 

Site No. 9 - Asphalt Pavers  This facility has a documented petroleum discharge of waste oil and is 

in a state funded petroleum cleanup program.  According to the database report, no assessments or 

cleanup activities have been reported for this facility.  This facility was verified to be located 

approximately 1 mile west of the corridor on Cement Plant Road according to a representative from 

a nearby facility (Grubbs Construction).   The regulatory file review for this facility at the Florida 

Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) office in Tallahassee, Florida revealed nothing in 

the file.  The file folder was empty. However, due to relative immobility of waste oil contamination, 

it is likely that any waste oil impacts associated with the facility would not impact the project 

corridor.  No record of the discharge was confirmed, and the site could not be located along the 

project corridor.  Based on this information, the site was assigned a Low rating. 

 

Site No. L – Grubbs Construction  This asphalt plant was observed from the roadway corridor, 

located at 10340 Camp Mine Road, approximately 280 feet west from the ROW. This facility was 

not described in the EDR database report.  A telephone conversation with Mr. Joey Martelle, plant 

manager for Grubbs Construction, revealed that the facility has been in operation for approximately 

2 years. There are no hazardous chemicals or waste products stored on site. However, there are 

several containers of liquid asphalt and several drums of diesel fuel used to operate the hot oil 

heater. In addition, there is a “No. 5 oil burner that is double walled” and a “20,000 (gallon) portable 
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asphalt (machine)”. There have been no documented spills or problems at the facility. Mr. Martelle 

indicated that if there was a spill of liquid asphalt, the material solidifies immediately. According to 

Mr. Martelle, the site is inspected regularly and has a registered ID number for air pollution. Based 

on this information, the site was assigned a Low rating. 
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Table 7.1 Summary of All Potential Contamination Sites 

EDR 
Site  

# 
Site Name/Address/Location Petroleum or 

Hazard 
Storage 
Tanks Rank 

FAC. ID 
No. Distance 

from R-O-W 

3 
Florida Mining and Materials 

(CEMEX) 16301 Ponce De Leon 
Blvd. 

Hazardous 
CEI 

Violations 
None Low None 1 mile 

4 Deschamps Grocery and Gas 
15738 Ponce De Leon Blvd. Petroleum, UST, AST Medium 278508782 10 feet 

5 Ringhaver 
14300 Ponce De Leon Blvd. None None Medium 278520239 35 feet 

D Goodwin Brothers 
US 98 and CR 476 None None No N/A 40 feet 

E 
State Wide Trucks and 

Equipment, Inc., US 98 opposite 
of Tank Lake 

None None No N/A 25 feet 

C BT Transport 
US 98 and CR 491A None None No N/A 20 feet 

9 Asphalt Pavers 
18215 Cobb Rd. 

Petroleum, 
Hazardous Unknown Low 279101436 >1 mile 

L Grubbs Construction 
10340 Camp Mine Road Petroleum None Low N/A 280 feet 

I Industrial Welding / Maintenance 
10070 Cobb Rd. None None No N/A 40 feet 

H Ewell Industries 
10206 Cobb Rd. None None No N/A 20 feet 

G 
Florida Crushed Stone  
Mobile Maintenance  

10210 Cobb Rd. 
Petroleum None No N/A 45 feet 

F potential fill dirt facility 
Cobb Rd. and Yontz Rd. None None No N/A 250 feet 

13 
Florida Crushed Stone (CPL 

Plant) 
10311 Cement Plant Rd. 

Petroleum UST Low 279046624 1/3 mile 

15 Shop and Save 
9020 Cobb Rd. Petroleum UST Medium 278944043 15 feet 

K Flagstone Pavers 
9070 Old Cobb Rd. None None No N/A 50 feet 

16 Hess #09405 
18635 Cortez Blvd. Petroleum  UST Medium 278733581 25 feet 

J Frank’s Well Drilling 
Cobb Rd. and WRF driveway None None No N/A 30 feet 

B Master Blaster 
US 98 and Hebron Church Rd. None None No N/A 50 feet 

A 
Florida Industrial Electric 

US 98 at World Woods Country 
Club Entrance 

Hazardous, 
Petroleum None Low N/A 260 feet 

Sites denoted by letters were not located by original EDR search.  



CONTAMINATION SCREENING EVALUATION REPORT 
COBB ROAD (CR 485) / US 98 PD&E STUDY 

 

 
 
April 2003 
  

26

8.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

A total of 19 facilities were identified and evaluated through Federal and State databases, FDEP 

regulatory file information, Hernando County public records, aerial photography and site 

investigation.  The sites were rated either No, Low, Medium or High for their potential to contain 

petroleum or hazardous materials contamination.  None of the sites were rated High based on the 

information reviewed.  A total of 5 sites had potential or documented discharges, and/or violations 

that were assigned a Low rating, and 4 sites were assigned Medium ratings.  None of these sites are 

likely to cause any contamination impacts to the project corridor.  Based on the information 

identified and discussed in this report, no additional assessments or recommendations are warranted 

at this time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CONTAMINATION SCREENING EVALUATION REPORT 
COBB ROAD (CR 485) / US 98 PD&E STUDY 

 

 
 
April 2003 
  

27

9.0 REFERENCES 

 

Aerial photographs for the project corridor for the years 1965, 1979 and 1984, Hernando County 

Planning Department. 

 

Aerial photographs for the project corridor for the years 1988, 1995 and 2001, Hernando County 

Property Appraisers Office. 

 

Environmental Data Resources, Inc., Study Area US98/Cobb Rd. PD&E regulatory database report, 

EDR, Inc., August 27, 2001. 

 

Ground-Water Resource Availability Inventory:  Hernando County, Florida.,  May, 1987,  

Southwest Florida Water Management District, 157 pp. 

 

Hernando County Existing Land Use Map, Hernando County Planning Department, July 15, 1999. 

 

Hernando County Comprehensive Plan, Future Land Use Map, Hernando County Planning 

Department, June 7, 2000. 

 

U.S. Department of Agriculture, 1977, Soil Survey of Hernando County, Florida.  Soil Conservation 

Service, U.S. Government Printing Office, 194 pp. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




































































































































































































































